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Abstract

This study, conducted as part of a collaborative research project between Ehime University and the Iyogin
Regional Economy Research Center, aimed to identify the factors associated with young people’s intentions to
marry through a survey on university students’ views on marriage. The survey targeted 169 students from the
Faculty of Collaborative Regional Innovation at Ehime University, and the strength of marriage intention was
analyzed using an ordered logit model. The results showed that most students expressed a positive intention
to marry. While a strong sense of fulfillment in romantic relationships was associated with a higher intention
to marry, factors such as satisfaction with one’s current life, perceived costs of marriage and childbearing, and
egalitarian attitudes toward marital roles tended to reduce marriage intention. These findings suggest that
contemporary values among young people—such as contentment with living alone and the pursuit of equality
within marriage—may affect their marriage intentions. Overall, the study provides useful insights for policies
and community initiatives aimed at addressing population decline.
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